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Chance of storms, High 70, Low 59 


Hundreds 

turned out 

in Cypress 

for Monday’s 

public hearing By Dug Begley 

on the Houston- 
to-Dallas bullet Once a Houston destina- 
train held by tion for shopping, movies 
federal railroad and visits with Santa, the 
officials. site of Northwest Mall is 


poised for revival as a bul- 
let train terminal, with local 
officials and train backers 
seeing dollar signs from the 


Michael Ciaglo / 
Houston Chronicle 


sales tax growth potential. 
Texas Central Partners 
and Houston-area elected 
officials on Monday an- 
nounced that the company, 
which is seeking federal ap- 
proval for a 240-mile high- 
speed train line, has chosen 
the mall’s 45-acre tract near 
Loop 610 and U.S. 290 as its 


| Northwest Mall could be 
site of bullet train terminal 


preferred site for the south- 
ern terminal. 

Mayor Sylvester Turner 
called the announcement 
further proof of a dramat- 
ic change in how — and 
where — people will travel 
in the Houston region. 

“We are moving toa new 

Station continues on A12 


Prison 

S What goes up... 
= S d After a record-setting run, the Dow Jones 

SUICI e industrial average on Monday experienced 


its biggest point drop in history. 
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Doubling of rate 
‘concerning, but 
reasons unclear 


By Keri Blakinger 


The attempted suicide 
rate recorded inside the 
Texas prison system has 
doubled in four years, a 
trend that some experts 
call “concerning” and oth- 
ers see as a positive sign 
the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice is getting 
more serious about track- 
ing mental health issues. 

It’s not entirely clear 
what’s behind the shift. 
Some experts point to staff 
turnover and an increas- 
ingly mentally ill prison 
population. But according 
to the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice, the four- 
year increase all stems 
from a 2013 push for better 
suicide prevention training 
that could have broadened 
the understanding of what 
counts as an attempt. 

“Tm not sure the num- 
bers are true indicators of 
those who have attempted 
versus those who have 
talked about it,” said state 
Sen. John Whitmire, D- 
Houston. “They call dis- 
cussing or mentioning that 
you might commit suicide 
a suicide attempt and you 
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Market fear 
returns in big way 


Richard Drew / Associated Press 
Specialists John Parisi, left, and Michael Gagliano watch from the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange as stocks take a free fall Monday in their worst one-day percentage loss in 614 years. 


' ALL WINDOWS `` 


Jan. 26 
26,616.71 


or 5 percent 


Source: Bloomberg 


Houston Chronicle 


Panel 
OKs 
memo’s 
release 


Trump can take 
5 days to review 
Dems’ rebuttal 


By Nicholas Fandos 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — The 
House Intelligence Com- 
mittee voted unanimously 
Monday to make public 
a classified Democratic 
memorandum rebutting 
Republican claims the FBI 
and the Justice Department 
had abused their powers to 
wiretap a former Trump 
campaign official, setting 
up a possible clash with 
President Donald Trump. 

The vote gives Trump 
five days to review the 
Democratic 
memo and 
determine 
whether 
he will try 
to block its 
release. A 
decision to 
stop it could 
lead to an 
ugly standoff between the 
president, his top law en- 
forcement and intelligence 
advisers and Democrats on 
Capitol Hill. 

Trump vocally support- 
ed the release of the Repub- 
licans’ memo last week, 
declassifying its contents 
Friday over the objections 
of Democrats and his own 
FBI, which issued a rare 
public statement to warn 
that it had “grave concerns” 
about the memo’s accuracy. 

On Saturday, he claimed, 
incorrectly, that the memo 
“totally vindicates” him in 
the continuing investiga- 
tion into Russia’s interfer- 
ence in the 2016 election. 

The 10-page Democratic 
document is certain to be 


Schiff 


less flattering to his case. 
Democrats have said the 
memo corrects mischarac- 
terizations by the Republi- 
cans and adds crucial con- 
text to actions by the FBI 
and the Justice Department 

Trump continues on A13 
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